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MINERAL AND PETROLEUM EXPLORATION ACTIVITY 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [4.01 pm]: 
Australian Bureau of Statistics figures released this week show spending on mineral and petroleum exploration 
in Western Australia is recovering after its significant drop in the midst of the global financial crisis. The figures 
show petroleum exploration off the Western Australian coast and in adjacent commonwealth waters was worth a 
record $817.4 million for the June 2009 quarter, in original dollar terms. This has brought Western Australia’s 
percentage of national petroleum exploration spending to 80.3 per cent for the quarter. This is the first time it has 
topped 80 per cent since at least 1994 and confirms Western Australia’s position as the centre of the Australian 
petroleum sector. Western Australia now attracts $2.95 billion, or 77 per cent, of total Australian exploration 
spending for petroleum, on an annual basis.  

Spending on minerals exploration in Western Australia during the June quarter fell by 3.6 per cent in seasonally 
adjusted terms. The state government had expected a fall in mineral exploration spending during the June quarter 
as commodity markets continued recovering from the past year’s economic turmoil. However, there are some 
encouraging signs for the future. The drop in spending was lower than the national decrease of 5.6 per cent and 
much lower than the 22 per cent decline in Western Australia for the first quarter of 2009. In original dollar 
terms there was a 77 per cent rise in exploration spending for uranium, a 34 per cent increase for iron ore and a 
10 per cent increase for gold. The trends indicated by these figures show that Western Australia has turned a 
corner in exploration spending. Western Australia’s percentage of national mineral exploration expenditure has 
increased from 51 per cent in mid-2007-08 to 56 per cent in 2008-09, a total of $1.25 billion. Despite these 
encouraging trends, greater exploration effort is needed to make new discoveries and sustain the industry in the 
long term.  

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


